
• PennRSSA programming was inaugurated in the Spring of 2020 amidst the coronavirus
pandemic that continues to markedly impact schools and academic institutions in Philadelphia
and beyond

• Our team collaborates with world-class Penn faculty, students, staff, and alumni to offer
services including free college preparation and academic enrichment summer programming
for Philadelphia high school rising seniors

• PennRSSA is comprised of two distinct summer program options to meet students’ needs: the
intensive five-week Summer Academy and a self-paced option, OpenRSSA

• Both programs are completely free of charge and have no academic requirements for
admittance, such as a minimum GPA—all students from eligible schools are welcome and will
be accepted to the program!
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Program Summer Academy OpenRSSA

Program designed for High school “rising seniors” High school “rising seniors”

Program delivery Virtual, via Zoom and Canvas Virtual, via Coursera

Program schedule
June 28-July 30, 2021
Monday-Thursday from 10am-2pm
No program hours on Monday, July 5

Opens June 28, 2021; completion is self-paced, with 
opportunity to participate in certain live sessions from the 
Summer Academy

Attendance expectations Daily attendance required
None—program is completely self-paced; participation in 
optional Summer Academy not required

Instruction style

Live and asynchronous instruction from Penn faculty and 
staff across 4 unique courses; participants are grouped into 
“pods” of ~25 students with a dedicated graduate assistant 
mentor throughout the program

Self-paced instructional modules recorded by Penn 
Admissions and Steppingstone Scholars staff

Program deliverables

• 1 high school credit (School District of Philadelphia only)
• Program certificate
• Completed & peer-reviewed Personal Statement
• Personal Budget
• Career Plan

• Program certificate

Cost Free Free

2021 Enrollment Window March 1 – April 16, 2021 March 1 – June 4, 2021



Program Comparison

Summer Academy students are: OpenRSSA students are:

• “Rising seniors” - with no GPA or test score requirement - who 
are looking for a rigorous college preparatory and career 
exploration experience

• Considering applying for vocational school, colleges, and/or 
universities

• Prepared to complete weekly assignments, participate in live 
sessions, and engage in weekly check-ins with their “pod”

• Available during the program dates of June 28 – July 30 from 
10am-2pm, Monday-Thursday

• Seeking live engagement from their peers around the city and 
opportunity for mentorship

• “Rising seniors” with any GPA who are looking for guidance as 
they prepare for college, but do not have the availability to 
participate in the Summer Academy because of schedule 
conflicts or the time to dedicate to a full course load

• Considering applying for colleges and/or universities

• Students who prefer to work individually and at their own pace



Participant Eligibility

Which school do you attend?
Where do you live?

City of Philadelphia Outside the City of Philadelphia

School District of Philadelphia public school Eligible Eligible

Archdiocese of Philadelphia school Eligible Eligible

Public Charter school located in Philadelphia

located outside Philadelphia

Eligible

Not Eligible

Eligible

Not Eligible

I am homeschooled Eligible Not Eligible

Enrollment in the PennRSSA Summer Academy is conducted on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
OpenRSSA has no enrollment cap, and can accommodate all enrollees.



Summer Academy

• The Academy is PennRSSA’s five-week intensive virtual summer program designed to immerse
participants in a rigorous academic, career, and postsecondary preparatory experience

• The program utilizes a hybrid of virtual formats consisting of both synchronous sessions and
asynchronous work across four unique courses:

• Applied Economics & Finance, designed by the Wharton School

• Applying to College, designed by Penn Admissions, Steppingstone Scholars, and PennRSSA staff

• Career Pathways, featuring live career exploration sessions with Penn faculty, staff, and alumni

• Telling Your Story, an intensive writing course which centers on the college application personal statement

• Participants navigate the program in “pods” of ~20-25 students with a dedicated Graduate
Assistant (GA) mentor, meeting daily for advisory check-ins and office hours



Pod Sessions Synchronous Sessions Asynchronous Work

• Pods are groups of ~20-25 Academy 
students assigned to a Graduate 
Assistant (GA)

• GAs will meet with their pod daily for an 
“Advisory” check-in session, and host 
“Office Hours” to discuss course 
material and questions as a group

• Pods are also an opportunity for 
participants to socialize and participate 
in fun, informal activities together! As 
such, students are expected to have 
their video turned on during sessions 
with their pod

• Synchronous, or “live”, sessions can 
take many forms throughout the week:

• virtual assemblies with all 
students for live announcements

• instruction modules for certain 
courses, such as Career Pathways

• panel sessions with guest 
speakers to answer questions 
about specific careers, majors, or 
other topics

• Because the focus of these 
synchronous sessions is on the 
instructor, guest speaker, or material 
being shared, students do not need to 
have their video turned on unless 
otherwise requested by the instructor 
for that session

• The opposite of “synchronous” sessions, 
asynchronous work refers to the 
assignments or activities students are 
expected to complete on their own time

• Even though it doesn’t require logging 
in to a Zoom meeting, asynchronous 
work may still require an internet 
connection to complete, depending on 
the assignment

Academy courses can be 
asynchronous only, 

synchronous only, or a 
combination of the two. 

Pod sessions are always 
synchronous.

Summer Academy
Virtual Program Format



February – March April – May June – July

• Monday, March 1
Summer Academy enrollment begins

• Virtual information sessions held the 
week of March 22 (22, 24, 26)

• Friday, April 16
Last day to enroll in the Summer 
Academy

• Monday, April 26
All eligible enrollees will receive 
notification of their formal acceptance 
to the program via email

• Stay tuned to our Instagram @pennrssa 
for program announcements!

• Thursday, June 3
Participants will be invited to create and 
access their online course accounts

• Monday, June 28
Program Orientation, 10am-2pm

• Monday, June 28 – Friday, July 30
Summer Academy program dates

Summer Academy
Enrollment Timeline



OpenRSSA

• OpenRSSA was launched alongside the PennRSSA Summer Academy in July 2020 as 
an asynchronous, self-paced alternative to a rigorous, synchronous program

• Like the Summer Academy, OpenRSSA is designed for rising seniors in Philadelphia

• While centering on Penn Admissions and Steppingstone Scholars’ How to Apply to 
College online course, OpenRSSA participants have the added option of joining live 
guest speaker events offered through the Summer Academy



Synchronous Sessions Asynchronous Work

• Attendance at synchronous sessions is always optional for 
OpenRSSA students

• Synchronous, or “live”, sessions are opportunities to attend 
virtual speaker events and activities from the Summer Academy 
program, occurring at specific dates and times

• Because the focus of these sessions is on the presenter or the 
material being shared, students do not need to have their 
video turned on unless otherwise requested by the presenter 
for that session

• The opposite of “synchronous” sessions, asynchronous work 
refers to the assignments or activities students are expected to 
complete on their own time

• The OpenRSSA “How to Apply to College” course is completely 
asynchronous, so that participants can finish the course at their 
own pace

• Course modules are conducted online through Coursera, so an 
internet connection is still required to access the coursework

• The instructors for these pre-recorded modules are former 
Penn Dean of Admissions Eric J. Furda and Dr. Sean Vereen of 
Steppingstone Scholars

OpenRSSA
Virtual Program Format



March April – May June – July

• Informational 
sessions held via 
Zoom

• Monday, March 1
OpenRSSA enrollment 
begins

• Monday, May 31
Last day to enroll in 
OpenRSSA

• Thursday, June 3
All eligible enrollees will receive formal notification of their enrollment via 
email

• Monday, June 28
Students will be granted access to the online course in Coursera

• Monday, June 28 – Friday, July 30
Participants will receive occasional invitations to participate in live sessions 
through the Summer Academy, all of which are optional

Summer Academy
Enrollment Timeline



If you know that you’re available to participate in either 
program but still aren’t sure which is best for you, send us an email 
at penn-rssa@upenn.edu, and we can help you determine which 
program best fits your needs.

Program Selection Advice

What if I’m not sure which program to choose—
the Summer Academy or OpenRSSA?

I’m ready to enroll!

Awesome! Click or copy and paste the link below for our online 
enrollment form:

https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_db3pP3irjjkixNk

mailto:penn-rssa@upenn.edu


Attend a virtual 
info session to 
learn more about 
our programs.

PennRSSA Informational Sessions

2021 Info Session Dates & Times

Monday, March 22 – 3:00–3:30 p.m.

Zoom Webinar ID: 963 8321 6676

Password: RSSA

Wednesday, March 24 – 6:00–6:30 p.m.

Zoom Webinar ID: 962 0046 5855

Password: RSSA

Friday, March 26 – 12:00–12:30 p.m.

Zoom Webinar ID: 970 7361 9849

Password: RSSA
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